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Frreee,

Dung néu 6 Hoang cung
Lé c3u ngu & lang Thai Duong Ha

uong nhu khéc véi hiu

hét cac ving mién khéc

trong ca nudc, mua xudn
& Hué bao gi¢ ciing dén sém hon
va ddm dic sic mau truyén théng
bdi cac 1€ nghi va hoi he.

Khoang tii ngay 20 thang 12
am lich tré di, chg hoa xuan ctia
Hué bat dau hop. Cac loai hoa Tét
ti khap noi dugc dua vé cac chg
hoa & cong vién Phu Van Lau,
cong vién Thuong Bac va doc
tuyén duong Lé Quy Don bén bo
nam song Huong. Ngay xua, chg
hoa Tét phin nhiéu la cic loai hoa
mai, cuc va cic loai hoa kiéng dia
phuong, nay thi c6 thém nhiéu thi

Basi:Phan Thanh Hai
Anh:Bado Minh, Thanh Toan

MUA XUAN O’ HUE
BAO GIO' CONG DEN SOM
HON VA DAM DAC SAC
MAU TRUYEN THONG.

hoa xuan mdi, nhat 1a cac loai
phong lan, dia lan dugc dua vé tu
ba Lat; dao thdm, dao phai tu dit
Bédc. C6 d6 trd nén ron rang va da
sdc mau. Xuén nhu dang dén tiing
ngay. Réi trong khong gian day
sic xuan d6, 1& Dung néu dugc ct
hanh trong Hoang cung vao ngay
23 thang Chap, chinh thtc béo
hiéu bat dau ky nghi Tét, don
xuén. Tuc dung néu don Tét mai
dugc phuc hoéi khoang chuc nam
trd lai day nhung nay da lan rong
ra nhiéu dia phuong. D6 la tin
hiéu t6t boi mot nghi 1€ dep day
ban sic dang dugc hdi sinh.
Hoang cung Hué va tit ca cac
diém di tich ctia ¢6 d6 déu ma& clia
mién phi trong 3 ngay déu tién ctia
ndm mai d€ don du khach. Nhiéu
hoat dong véin héa dugc t6 chiic dé
phuc vu ngudi dan dia phuong va
du khach: Mua Lan Su Rong trudc
c6ng Ngo Mon, trinh dién Dai
nhac & san dién Théi Hoa, Tiéu
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nhac & san Thé T6 Miéu, céc tro
choi cung dinh nhu tha tho, d6
chit, choi dau ho 6 truong lang T
C4m Thanh, cac hoat cdnh Dam
cudi cong chua, Hoang thai hau
héi cung & cung Dién Tho, cung
Truong Sanh... Nhiing ngay &y cac
khu di tich bao gi¢ cling thu hut
dong ddo ngudi viéng tham, cinh
“Ngua xe nhu nudc, 40 quin nhu
ném” rat thuong gap.

Piu ndm mdi ciang la dip
nguoi Hué di viéng mo nguasi
than va 1én chua viéng Phat.
Nhiing ng6i chua 16n, nho khi &y
ciing rit dong ngudi nhung khong
hé 6n a0 ma van git dugc su yén
ang thanh tao bdi ai ciing di nhe
ndi khé. Nguoi 1én chua phan 16n
1a Phat tt, ho di tim sy binh an
trong tdm hon chit khong ciu 16c
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céu tai. D6 cling 1a mot nét khac
biét ctia vung dat Thién kinh.

Tt ngay mung 5 Tét, sau khi
tham viéng ban bé ngudi than,
ngudi Hué méi thuc sy du xuan.
Tuc du xuan hin di cé ti xa xua
nhung theo ghi chép chinh thtic thi
tit thoi vua Dong Khanh, triéu dinh
mdi dinh ra Ié nay. Nhung thay vi
du xuan vao ngay mung 5 Tét, vua
Pong Khanh lai xuit hanh ti ngay
muing 1, ngay sau 1€ Khénh ha dau
nam (& gap mit nghe bach quan
chic tung ddu xuin méi) ¢ dién
Thai Hoa. Ngay xua vua du xuén la
dé ngdm phd phudng va cudc séng
ctia dan ching ving kinh thanh, c6
ngua xe c§ quat, tién ho hau tng,
thudng thu hut sy chd y cta rét
nhiéu nguoi. Ngay nay, Hué c6 rét
nhiéu noi d€ ngudi dan va du
khach di du xuan ngoan cinh,

Ruéc néu 6 Hoang cung

HOANG CUNG HUE
VA TAT CA CAC DIEM DI TiCH
CUA cO DO DEU MO CUPA MIEN PHi
TRONG 3 NGAY DAU TIEN CUA NAM
MO DE DON DU KHACH.

ngoai kinh thanh, ling t&m, chua
chién con c6 cac danh lam thing
cdnh méi nhu Thién vién Tric
Lam Bach M4, ving d4m pha Tam
Giang, lang ¢ Phudc Tich...
Ngay mung 7, trong Hoang
cung t6 chtic 1& Ha néu trong
khong khi rén rang véi su tham
gia cta hang tram ngudi. Theo 1¢
xua, ky nghi 1& dén day 1a chdm
dut, triéu dinh bo phong 4n dé
trd lai lam viéc binh thuong.
Nhung d6i v6i dan gian, cic 18
hoi xuén tit day méi bat ddu. Do
la 18 hoi dén Huyén Tran Cong
chua dugc t6 chic ¢ nai Ngi
Phong; tiép theo sau la 1€ hoi Vat

lang Sinh & lang Lai An va 1& hoi
Ciu ngu & lang Thai Duong Ha
canh ctia bién Thuan An. Lé hoi
nay c6 lich st hon 500 ndm, la
mot trong nhiing 1€ hoi Cdu ngu
16n nhat, ndi tiéng nhit ctia khu
vic mién Trung Viét Nam.
Budc sang thang Hai 4m lich,
dén cac nghi 1& nong nghiép
dugc t6 chiic. Ngay xua, 1€ té
Giao thudng dugc t6 chiic vao
théang nay (goi 1a thang Trong
Xuén) d€ cau cho Qudc thai dan
an, mua thudn gié hoa. Sau té
Giao la t€ Xa Tic, 12 1é t€ than
b4t va than Ngi cdc, ciu cho
muia mang bdi thu. Ciing trong

Cay néu & Thé T6 Miéu

thang nay triéu dinh t§ chuc 1&
cay rudng Tich dién d€ nha vua
xudng rudng, cay vai luéng cay
trén thtia ruong danh riéng cho
nghi 1& dac biét nay dé td y
khuyén nong. Ngay nay, 1€ t&
Giao dugc t6 chiic 2 ndim mot
lan, thudng vao dau dip t8 chic
Festival van hoa Hué; con 1€ t€ Xa
Tac thi da dugc t6 chiic thudng
nién ding theo 1¢ cii.

L& hoi va cac nghi thic
truyén thdéng khién cho mua
xuan § dat c6 d6 Hué lu6n mang
dam mot sic thai riéng, ai tiing
dugc trai nghiém mot 1an thi sé
rat kho quén.
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Erecting the New Year
Tree at The To Temple
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Traditional festivals

and rituals add to

Hue’s beauty in the
springtime.

ompared to other parts of

the country, spring seems

to come earlier in Hue,
promising rich traditional values
brought by rituals and festivals.

On the 20th day of the 12th

lunar month, spring flower
markets open in Hue. Tet
flowers are transported from all
over the country to flower
markets in Phu Van Lau Park,
Thuong Bac Park, and along Le
Quy Don Road on the southern
bank of the Huong River. In the
past, typical Tet blooms
included apricot flowers,
chrysanthemums, and local
ornamental flowers. Now, other
kinds of spring blossoms have
been introduced, especially
orchids from Dalat and peach
blossoms from the North. The

The procession of the
New Year Tree

former capital city comes alive
with vibrant colors.

In this festive atmosphere, the
ceremony to erect the New Year
tree is held in the Imperial Palace
on the 23rd day of the 12th lunar
month. This officially marks the
start of the Tet holidays and
celebrates the arrival of spring.
The custom of erecting the New
Year tree was only revived around
a decade ago - a good sign for our
traditional culture.

In the first three days of the
Lunar New Year, the Imperial
Palace and all other historical
sites of the former imperial city
welcome visitors for free. Many
cultural activities draw locals and
visitors, including Lion Dances
in front of the Meridian Gate,
large-scale royal court music

performances in the courtyard of
Thai Hoa Palace, smaller-scale
performances in the courtyard
of The To Temple, traditional
royal games in the gallery of the
Forbidden City, and
reenactments of the princess’
wedding, or the Empress
Dowager’s return to Dien Tho
Palace and Truong Sanh Palace.

At the start of the Lunar New
Year, the people of Hue also visit
their deceased relatives and go to
pagodas. All pagodas are crowded
yet serene, as everyone minds
their steps and lowers their
voices. Most of those visiting
Hue’s pagodas are Buddhists
looking for peace of mind, not
luck or prosperity.

From the fifth day of the
Lunar New Year, after visiting



friends and relatives, local people go
on excursions. Court records show
that the royal court made a spring
pilgrimage as far back as the reign of
Dong Khanh. Instead of starting his
spring travels on the fifth day of Tet,
Emperor Dong Khanh set out on the
first day, right after greeting high-
ranking officials in Thai Hoa Palace.
In those days, the emperor and his
entourage toured the streets to see
how the commoners lived.

Nowadays, Hue offers many places
for New Year’s outings. Apart from the
citadel, tombs, and pagodas, newer
attractions include the Truc Lam Bach
Ma Zen Monastery, Tam Giang
Lagoon, or Phuoc Tich
ancient village.

On the
seventh day of
the New Year,
the ceremony
to lower the
New Year tree
is held in the
Imperial Palace,
watched by

ON THE SEVENTH DAY
OF THE NEW YEAR,
HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE
ATTEND A COLORFUL
CEREMONY TO LOWER
THE NEW YEAR TREE IN
THE IMPERIAL PALACE.
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hundreds. This ceremony traditionally
marked the end of the holidays. The
royal court would then resume work
as usual. For common folk, this was
the beginning of the spring festivities,
starting with the festival of the Temple
of Princess Huyen Tran held on Ngu
Phong Mountain, followed by the
wrestling festival of Sinh village in Lai
An village and the Fishermen’s Festival
in Thai Duong Ha village near
Thuan An Estuary. The third
dates back more than 500
years and is one of the
biggest fishermen’s
festivals in Central
Vietnam.

Handmade paper flowers
from Thanh Tien Village

IN HUE, SPRING
ALWAYS SEEMS TO
COME EARLIER THAN IN
OTHER REGIONS,
PROMISING RICH
TRADITIONAL VALUES.

Sinh village hosts a traditional Vietnamese martial arts festival

Calligraphy for the New Year

The second lunar month brought
agricultural rituals. In the past, the
Giao Worship Ceremony to Heaven
was held in this month to wish for
prosperity for the nation, peace for the
people, and good weather for farming.
Next came the Xa Tac Worship
Ceremony, to worship the God of the
Earth and the God of Grains, and pray
for bumper crops. In this month, the
royal court would also organize the
Plowing Ceremony, in which the
emperor would plow a designated plot
of land to demonstrate his support for
agriculture. Today, the Giao Worship
Ceremony is held once every two years,
usually at the start of the Hue Cultural
Festival, while the Xa Tac Worship
Ceremony is held annually. These
traditional festivals and rituals give
spring in Hue a unique brilliance.
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